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ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS CABINET SUB-COMMITTEE: “RESILIENT FAMILIES, 
STRONG COMMUNITIES: A ROADMAP FOR REGIONAL AND 

REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES” 

552. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development: 

Can the minister please update the house on the Liberal–National government’s plan to improve outcomes for 
Aboriginal people living in regional and remote parts of Western Australia? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: I thank the member for Moore for his interest in outcomes for Aboriginal people, 
particularly Aboriginal children who are born in many remote communities. I have no doubt that members of 
this house will be aware that in May last year, the Liberal–National government announced the formation of 
a unit, including two ministers, to lead a pathway to getting better outcomes for people who are born in remote 
Aboriginal communities. That unit was led by me and Hon Helen Morton, and more recently, the current 
Minister for Child Protection, Hon Andrea Mitchell. The reform unit was formed last year and led by 
Grahame Searle. Many members will be aware of Grahame’s history in the Department of Housing. With his 
team, he has done a fantastic job. All three ministers, including me, have put in a lot of effort over more than the 
last 12 months now in going around to Aboriginal communities to talk to leaders in various community groups, 
including a number of organisations that have an interest in this area. That culminated in the government 
reaching a point on a roadmap, which Hon Andrea Mitchell and I announced last month. It is up in Kununurra. 
The roadmap includes advice from strategic reference groups that were put in place in the Kimberley and Pilbara 
to give us guidance on laying out a pathway forward. 

There is no doubt that the roadmap highlights a very long-term commitment to getting better outcomes and it 
also articulates some immediate actions that we can take. The document released included a focus on some 
immediate actions. They were notably in areas that we think can have a big impact on change; one of those is 
housing. In total, a $200 million traditional housing package, including $175 million from the state government 
and—although it is not quite confirmed yet; it was in caretaker mode at the time—$25 million from the federal 
government. As time goes on, we will also identify up to 10 communities that have strong potential for growth 
and long-term sustainability. In a very managed away, we will update the municipal services to have better 
service provision into those communities. The second package focuses only on the Kimberley with $25 million 
of royalties for regions funds over three years to support opt-in schools—the schools that choose to be a part of 
change. It will focus on evidence-based initiatives that make a difference in those schools and support the 
education staff to embrace change and have a stronger focus on getting better outcomes. This will include 
co-designing, with the community, a focus on getting better attendance in those schools. That, of course, is the 
starting point for better educational outcomes. The third initiative is in employment. The state government, 
which is a big provider of services, contract procurement and service procurement, has a lot of scope—in fact, 
more than anything else in many of those remote parts of the state—to play a stronger role in employing 
Aboriginal people. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The government is walking the walk in its own activities in those communities. The fourth 
package is focused on town-based reserves in the Pilbara region. Twenty million dollars out of the Pilbara Cities 
initiative will be put towards eight town-based reserves in the Pilbara. Again, this will focus on services and 
support for those communities, which may include, with their consent, transition to some of the major centres 
with better housing outcomes. 

One fundamental, underlying principle of the roadmap is that the status quo is not acceptable. That was a very 
strong message we got from Aboriginal leaders. We have to have change in the space. The second underlying 
principle is that we will focus on causes, not symptoms. If we do not start to address the causal factors, we will 
be dealing with the symptomatic issues in a decade. We do not want to be in that space. Thirdly, we want to 
reward success so, rather than funding failure, we want to reward success and have pathways for communities 
that embrace change and opportunities. Fourthly, we know that the plan is long-term; nothing can be put on a bit 
of paper now that gives all the answers. There is recognition that it is a long-term solution or a long-term 
pathway. I would like to think that successive governments will pick up on what we have started. My final point 
is that government and communities accept a level of mutual responsibility for that change. 

A really telling comment was made by a leader in Kununurra at the end of last year when I was up there for one 
of the forums. This fella said to me, “Terry, I know that supporting change will mean that people will throw 
rocks at me. But I’d rather have rocks thrown at me than sit back and accept things the way they are.” That 
sentiment is starting to come from many Aboriginal leaders. It is fantastic to see their preparedness to stand up 
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and seek change and, with the support of government and hopefully successive governments, to get a pathway 
for better outcomes. We want to start the pathway to better outcomes for kids who are born in those 
communities. This is a good step forward. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: It will never be perfect but we are backing it up with resources. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I would like to think that, over successive governments, this pathway can keep on going. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the second time, and I call the member for 
Cockburn to order for the second time. You never stopped talking while the minister was answering. 
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